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ABSTRACT: A Ca2+ porous coordination polymer with
1D channels was functionalized by the postsynthesis
addition of LiCl to enhance the H+ conductivity. The
compound showed over 10−2 S cm−1 at 25 °C and 20%
relative humidity. Pulse-field gradient NMR elucidated that
the fast H+ conductivity was achieved by the support of Li+

ion movements in the channel.

The synthesis of solid-state proton (H+) conductors has
been a significant challenge in many areas of chemistry.1

In recent reports on H+ conductivity, crystalline coordination
polymers (CPs) and metal−organic frameworks (MOFs)
appear more intensively.2,3 Their structural versatility encour-
ages us to design a new class of H+ conductors for functional
materials, such as electrolytes or sensor devices. One significant
target is to attain high H+ conductivity at ambient temperature
and low relative humidity (RH).4 Compounds that show H+

conductivity >10−2 S cm−1 at room temperature and RH <30%
are required for broader functional applications. However, it is
difficult to create low activation energy for H+ conduction in
solids with limited support of water molecules at ambient
temperature.
To achieve high H+ conductivity under low RH, we require a

high mobility of water molecules. Crystalline waters are not
suitable because they are localized in the structures and show
low mobility. One approach is the postsynthetic modification of
a porous framework,3h,5 which could create dynamic function-
ality and enhance the mobility of guests. Few reports focus on
the acceleration of water molecules in channels by postsyn-
thesis treatments. Herein, we demonstrate the postsynthetic
modification of a Ca2+-based porous CP by the inorganic salt
LiCl and observe a drastic enhancement of H+ movement in
the 1D channels. The compound showed over 10−2 S cm−1 of
ion conductivity at 25 °C and RH = 20−40%. We conducted
direct observations of the ion-diffusion behavior using pulse-
field gradient (PFG) NMR measurements6 and showed that the
fast H+ conductivity was supported by the dynamic motion of
the incorporated Li+ ions from the LiCl.

We employed [Ca(C4O4)(H2O)] (1, C4O4 = squarate),7

which has straight 1D channels with a pore diameter of 3.4 ×
3.4 Å2 along the c-axis (Figure 1a) and has one crystallo-

graphically independent Ca2+ ion with a seven-coordination
environment. One water molecule coordinates to the Ca2+

center. It can adsorb the water, and we denote it as 1⊃xH2O,
where xH2O is the guest water molecules. At 25 °C and RH =
40%, the formula is 1⊃1.5H2O, which was determined by water
adsorption measurements and TGA. We evaluated the H+

conductivity of 1⊃1.5H2O by impedance spectroscopy. The
observed conductivity is negligibly low, 5.4 × 10−9 S cm−1,
(Figure 2) because the water molecules are strongly trapped in
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Figure 1. Crystal structures: (a) 1⊃xH2O at 10 °C (b) 1-LiCl⊃xH2O
at −50 °C along the c-axis (above) and the coordination environments
around the Ca2+ ions (below). Noncoordinating waters are omitted.
Blue, gray, red, and green are Ca2+, carbon, oxygen, and Cl−,
respectively. For Cl−, one disordered position is displayed.
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the 1D channels and show low mobility. The low mobility was
confirmed by a solid-state 1H NMR spectrum. The framework
of 1 does not contain H atoms, and the observed spectrum of
1H represents only the water molecules. The spectrum is a
characteristic doublet with peak width of 14 kHz. It is attributed
to homonuclear dipole−dipole interaction and chemical shift
anisotropy. The spectrum indicates that no motional averaging
occurs, which suggests the low mobility of the water molecules
in 1⊃1.5H2O.
To enhance the mobility of water molecules in 1⊃xH2O, we

applied a postsynthetic modification. The coordinating water to
the Ca2+ is labile, as confirmed by TGA measurement. Lithium
chloride (LiCl) was reacted with 1⊃xH2O to replace the water
coordinating to the Cl− anion (Figure 1b). LiCl is deliquescent
in air, and the Cl− would work as a ligand to the Ca2+ site in
dissociation, while the Li+ could interact with water molecules
in the channel. The postsynthetic modification with LiCl was
conducted as a solid-phase reaction in air. Powders of 1⊃xH2O
and LiCl were mechanochemically mixed by ball mill for 2 h.
The sample obtained is denoted as 1-LiCl⊃xH2O, and was
characterized by the following analyses.
The PXRD pattern of 1-LiCl⊃xH2O does not contain the

peaks of bulk LiCl. This suggests that it is not a mixture of the
bulk phases of 1⊃xH2O and LiCl. Some diffraction peaks of 1-
LiCl⊃xH2O do not appear in 1⊃xH2O, which means that the
crystal structure changes after the postsynthesis modification
with LiCl. To characterize the crystal structure of 1-
LiCl⊃xH2O, single-crystal XRD was measured at −50 °C.
Solid-state slow reaction of 1⊃xH2O and LiCl in air afforded
rod-shaped single crystals, and the observed structure is shown
in Figure 1b. In addition to the coordinating water, Cl− ions
also coordinate to the Ca2+ with disordering in two positions.
The cell parameters of 1-LiCl⊃xH2O decrease slightly
compared with those of 1⊃xH2O. The PXRD of 1-LiCl⊃xH2O
matches the simulated pattern from the single-crystal structure.
X-ray studies elucidated that the postsynthesis addition of LiCl
to 1⊃xH2O promoted structural modification of the overall
crystal. SEM-EDX image of 1-LiCl⊃xH2O crystals showed the

homogeneous distribution of the Cl− ions. From the crystal
structure and TGA of 1-LiCl⊃xH2O and the water adsorption
isotherm of 1-LiCl (Figure 2b), we concluded that the formula
of 1-LiCl⊃xH2O at 25 °C and RH = 40% is [Ca(C4O4)-
(Cl)0.5(H2O)0.5](Li0.5)(H2O)3.5 (1-LiCl⊃3.5H2O). The formu-
la indicates that 1-LiCl adsorbs more water molecules per Ca2+

ion than 1 at the same conditions. The postsynthesis addition
of LiCl provides a higher concentration of water molecules in
the channels. When we tried to use other inorganic salts (LiBr,
NaCl) instead of LiCl, the postsynthetic reactions with
1⊃xH2O were not successful. This is probably because of the
differences in ionic radii and the coordination strength of
halogen anions.
We evaluated the mobility of ions in 1-LiCl⊃3.5H2O by

solid-state NMR spectrum. The 1H spectrum under static
condition showed a sharp single peak at 5 ppm, which is
obviously different from that of 1⊃1.5H2O. This indicates that
the water molecules in 1-LiCl⊃3.5H2O move more freely. We
also measured the solid-state 7Li NMR under the static
condition. Only a sharp single peak was observed, which
suggests the liquid-like fast motion of the lithium species. We
then investigated the ion conductivity of 1-LiCl⊃3.5H2O
(Figure 2a). A significant increase in the bulk ionic conductivity
was observed and was 1.8 × 10−2 S cm−1 at 25 °C and RH =
40%. At this stage, we cannot claim that the main contribution
of the ion conductivity was from H+, because the Li+ ions also
move quickly according to the NMR results. The mechanism is
discussed later. We measured the temperature dependency of
the conductivity of 1-LiCl⊃xH2O from 25 to −20 °C. The
estimated activation energy of the ion conductivity of 1-
LiCl⊃xH2O from an Arrhenius plot is low (0.18 eV), which is
in the range of Grotthus-type H+ transfer.1b Even at −20 °C
and RH = 40%, where the relative pressure of water is 0.13 kPa,
the high ion conductivity is retained (8 × 10−3 S cm−1).
Meanwhile, the activation energy of the H+ conductivity of 1 is
0.46 eV. Compared with 1⊃xH2O, 1-LiCl⊃xH2O shows >106

times greater conductivity. There are also several reports on
Ca2+ based coordination polymers with H+ conductivity under
humid conditions.8 A relatively large ionic radius of Ca2+ would
work for high H+ conductivity.
To elucidate the ion conduction behavior in the 1D channels,

we measured PFG NMR for both 1H and 7Li of 1-
LiCl⊃3.5H2O. PFG NMR can monitor the displacement of
NMR-active nuclei inside the channel. The spin−echo intensity
(I/I0(b) = exp(−D × b)) of 1-LiCl⊃3.5H2O was observed as a
function of the parameter b = (γδG)2(Δ/3 − δ/9), as shown in
Figure 3.9 The slopes of these decays represent self-diffusion
coefficients D. Considering the narrow 1D channel of the
crystal structure, we can approximate that the decay of spin−
echo intensities is caused by the diffusion of 1H and 7Li along
the channel. Based on the model of 1D diffusion,9 the obtained
D of 1H is 6.1 × 10−10 m2 s−1. The D(1H) and H+ conductivity
of 1-LiCl⊃3.5H2O are similar to those of Nafion 117, which is a
popular H+ conductor (D(1H) = 8.0 × 10−10 m2 s−1 and
conductivity is 1.4 × 10−3 S cm−1 at 31 °C and RH = 40%).10

This indicates that fast, long-range H+ hopping occurs in the
1D channel. Interestingly, the observed D(7Li) is 4.9 × 10−10

m2 s−1, which is comparable with that of H+. This indicates that
the Li+ also shows the fast diffusion in the channel. From the
Nyquist plot of 1-LiCl⊃3.5H2O, we could not distinguish the
H+ and Li+ conductivities. The study of the diffusion
coefficients of 1H and 7Li indicates that both H+ and Li+

have high mobility in the channel. We consider that the Li+ ions

Figure 2. (a) Arrhenius plots of ion conductivity for 1⊃xH2O (open
circles) and 1-LiCl⊃xH2O (solid circles) at RH = 40%. (b) Humidity
dependency of ion conductivity for 1-LiCl⊃xH2O at 25 °C (solid
circles). The H2O adsorption (solid triangles) and desorption (open
triangles) isotherms of 1-LiCl at 25 °C.
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mutually interact with the H+ from the water molecules, and
the diffusive motion of Li+ would contribute to the enhance-
ment of conductivity of H+ in the channel. The postsynthesis
addition of LiCl to the unsaturated open metal sites via the
coordination bond could change the chemical environment of
the pores. It consequently enhances the concentration and
dynamics of water molecules in the pores.
To confirm the H+ transport in 1-LiCl⊃xH2O and its

function as a solid electrolyte at low RH, we fabricated a
membrane−electrode assembly, and the electromotive force of
the dry H2/air cell was measured at 23 °C and RH = 20%. The
observed open-circuit voltage is ∼1.0 V, which is sufficiently
high compared with the theoretical value under these
conditions (1.18 V). The value was retained for over 2 h.
This indicates that the H+ can transport through the pellet of 1-
LiCl⊃xH2O and that there is no considerable fuel gas
permeability to decrease the voltage in these conditions.
We checked the dependence of ion conductivity of 1-

LiCl⊃xH2O on the RH and the water adsorption/desorption
isotherms of 1-LiCl at 25 °C (Figure 2b). As the RH decreases
from 40%, the observed ion conductivity decreases slightly.
Even at RH = 10%, the ion conductivity of 1-LiCl⊃xH2O
remains high (9.0 × 10−3 S cm−1). This is because the
accommodated water molecules are not released from the
pores. In the desorption profile of water, a hysteresis is
observed which indicates the relatively strong interaction with
host framework, and a sudden decrease of the uptake amount is
observed at RH = 10%. This suggests that 1-LiCl⊃xH2O could
hold sufficient water molecules even around RH = 10% and
abruptly releases them below RH = 10%. Indeed, the observed
ion conductivity significantly decreases at RH = 9% (2.5 × 10−7

S cm−1 at 25 °C). This is because of the low mobility and
concentration of the water molecules. The incorporated Li+ in
the channel could not enhance the conductivity at this
condition. The 7Li NMR spectrum of 1-LiCl⊃xH2O below
RH = 10% showed a broad pattern that suggests the
deceleration of the motion of Li+ ions.
In conclusion, we have demonstrated high H+ conductivity

by use of the microporous coordination polymer [Ca(C4O4)]
(1, C4O4 = squarate) with its pores functionalized by LiCl via
postsynthetic modification. The compound has conductivities

of 1.8 × 10−2 S cm−1 at 25 °C and RH = 40% and 9.0 × 10−3 S
cm−1 at RH = 10%. The conductivity at low RH and at room
temperature is considerably high among the reported
coordination polymers3l and other compounds. We also
confirmed its electrolyte performance by monitoring the
open-circuit voltage of an H2/air cell at 25 °C and RH =
20%. Solid-state NMR elucidated that the high H+ conductivity
is assisted by the movement of Li+ species in the 1D channels.
The postsynthesis modification of the pore surface of CPs/
MOFs is regarded as a powerful approach to enhance the
dynamics and to increase the concentration of water molecules,
resulting in high H+ conductivity under low RH.
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